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entirely ceased to trust him. Sikandar Shah next tried an
appeal to the emperor's religious feelings and sent his best
theologians to convince Aurangzib that to fight against a
true believer was opposed to the teachings of Islam, But
Aurangzib's religion was always under the control of his
political ambitions and he skilfully retaliated by charging
Sikandar with his alliance with the infidel Marathas. If
Sikandar would join him in a crusade against Sambhaji,
Aurangzib would at once raise Ihe siege of Bijapur.
Sikandar knew that even so lie would not save his kingdom
and hoped against hope that Sambhaji would, as Shivaji
had clone before, lead a Maratha army to his rescue. He,
therefore, continued the defence with unabated vigour.

The chief obstacle to the besiegers was now the moat
round the city. It was deep and full of wafer; and in
every direction it was guarded by flanking towers. The
emperor's aim was to fill it up with earth, but so deadly
was the musketry fire from the walls that no labourers
could bo hired for the duty. At last by offering a gold
coin for a single basket of earth he was able to proceed
with tho work. But earth was not the only material used.
Dead cattle, horses and men were hurled into the moat;
and many an unfortunate labourer who had earned a low
gold coins was robbed of his gains and thrown in alive by
his brother workmen.* At last the perseverance of tho
emperor and the skill of his engineers caused Sikundnr
Shah to despair. His garrison now numbered only a
handful. In September he opened negotiations with
Aurangzib and on the 12th September, 1686, f tho famous
city surrendered, Aurangzib entered it in triumph and at
first affected to trent Sikandar Shah with liberality. But
in later years the deposed king must often have regretted
that he had not trusted to the chances of war, desperate
though they were, rather than to tho generosity of his

*Sai-kar, vol. IV,, p. 322,

tThis is the dale given by Mr, Barker.     Khafi Khan gives October as the
month of the surrender